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Director's Letter 

 

39. That is the number of homeless individuals the Family Center was 
able to get off the street and into a permanent home this past year. It is 
very humbling to know we were able to reach 39 individuals and pull 
them up off the ground and into a safe warm bed. 39 people who were 
out in the rain, the snow, the heat… without safety. Some slept in their 
cars in our Walmart parking lot, some found the kindness of a church, 
some slept on picnic tables at the Maury County park. Some had jobs, 
some were disabled, some were just lost.  We clothed them from 
Common Threads, we fed them from our pantry, we gave them gas cards 
to keep the engines running. They used our shower, our parking lot, our 
phones and our prayers. 
 
See, it has been a year since we were awarded a HUD grant to help 
chronic homeless individuals with a disability. This grant allowed us to 
pay the first month’s rent and security deposit to those that 
qualified. The grant was small, but it enabled us to make a huge impact 
in the lives of those 39 individuals. 
 
We tried to help more.  Many never found a place and moved on or 
found a friend to stay with.  Some didn’t qualify for the grant but when 



we were able, we used other funds to help them. Some didn’t want a 
permanent place to stay, just a few more nights in a hotel. But still, 39 
individuals now have a roof over their head and a place to call home. 
 
It has been a wonderful year to see staff and volunteers reach out to our 
growing homeless community. We have stepped out of our comfort zone 
and stretched our hands in another direction. We spent all the funds we 
were awarded, and then some, in the first year. But there are so many 
more that need our help.  
 
We are very excited to announce that on August 1st, we will be awarded 
another HUD grant that will quadruple the number of homeless we are 
able to help. This grant will also allow us to serve families and not just 
individuals living on the streets. Hopefully our impact will be even 
greater this year! 
 
Thank you for your continued support!  

 

  

Upcoming Events 
 

Mobile Food Giveaways 

 

We will be having two Mobile Food 
Giveaways this summer. There will be 
approximately 20,000 pounds of food 
given out at these events. 
 

The May 24th giveaway will be at 
Riverside United Methodist Church. (313 
6th Ave, Columbia) 
 

The June 28th giveaway will be at Maury 
Hills Church. (101 Unity Drive, Columbia) 
 

If you or a group of your friends would like 
to volunteer at either or both of these 
events, we would love to have you. 
Volunteers need to arrive at 8:00 a.m. The 
food giveaway will begin around 9:00 a.m. 
 

Big Pay Back 

 

 



Big Pay Back is May 2nd. We are trying to 
raise $2000 to help feed the kids while 
they are out for summer. Be on the lookout 
for the link to donate onlie. 

 

 

 

Spotlights 
 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Special Thanks to our 

Fundraising Committee: 
 

Susie Baxter 
Kae Cavanah 

Nate Cavanah 

Sonya Crowell 
Phillip Crowell 
Brett Hertan 

Karen Hertan 

Lori Hughes 

Troy Hughes 

Teresa Prinzo 

Jennifer Tiger 
Shelby Tiger 

Suzanne Truelove 

Danny Wright 
 

We are very thankful for all the hard 
work in the weeks and months before 
the event. You guys are a valued part 

of the Family Center "family". 
 

 

 

Partnership Spotlight 

 

Check out our NEW Community Partnership Program. We'd love to tell you more 

about it. Click on link below for more details! 
 



Click here for more information! 

 

Thanks to our current partners! 

 

Heritage Bank 

Stan McNabb Chevrolet of Columbia 

Title Associates of Columbia 

 
 

 

Extreme Givers 
 

 

 

Reverse Raffle 
 

Thank YOU, Thank YOU, THANK YOU to everyone that bought a ticket, donated 
a Silent Auction item, helped sell tickets, helped decorate and clean up. You all made a 

HUGE impact on our community in one night! Your support means so much to the 

Board, Staff and Committees of The Family Center. 
 

Community Partnership Program 

 

Heritage Bank 

Title Associates 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/ce8b72bf301/1912adfd-07d1-402a-ba72-2d58d5565405.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Click here to view 

Event photos 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-Family-Center-332500490169098/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2070268553058941
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-Family-Center-332500490169098/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2070268553058941


Kids in Action 
 

 

Thompson Station Youth 
helping to get the 

Community Garden ready. 
Great group of guys! 

 

Calen (left) came in before the 
holidays with a toy he bought. He 
wanted it given to a little boy that 
might not get many gifts for his 

birthday. A few weeks later a little boy 
(right) came in and was very happy to 

receive this surprise. Thank you 
Calen for having such a thoughtful 

soul! 

 

 

 

Kimmie came to job 
shadow and learned lots 

about the programs 
we offer. 

 

1st Quarter Statistics 
 

 

 

 

  

FUTURE EDUCATIONAL CLASSES 

 

*Budgeting Class- May 15th & June 11th 



*Anger Management Classes- as requested 

*Mind, Body & Soul Classes- May 29th & June 26th 

*Parenting Class- Every Friday for 8 weeks starting May 3rd 

  
If you would like to teach a class, please contact 
Teresa at 388-3840 or teresa@familycenter.org.   

 

Common Threads 
 

 

  

 

   

We are so blessed by this community. Our little thrift store is continuing to grow and thrive. If you haven't 
been to the store yet, now is the time to come by to see what all the buzz is about.  

 
We appreciate everyone that has helped us spread the word about this easy way to give back to those 

in need. All proceeds from the thrift store sales come back to the Family Center to help with our 
programs. Your donation or purchase will help someone with food, utility or rental assistance. Please 

continue to send people to the store and shop! If you would like to donate items, you may do so 
anytime the store is open. We are always in need of purses, jewelry, books and small furniture. The 

store is located at 1300 Hatcher Lane next to Dr. Wilhite's Dental office. (931-398-5658) Please 
note that our store hours have changed.  

 

Store Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10-5 & Saturday 10-2 

 

Volunteers Needed-  
If interested, please contact Gina to  
find out how you can get involved.  

 

 

 

Board of Directors & Staff 
 

 

The Family Center Board of Directors 

Raquel Waters, President 

Susie Baxter, Vice President 

Lori Hughes, Secretary 

Pamela Nelson, Treasurer 

 

Wade Kincaid                                          Jennifer Tiger 

Betty Gibson                                           Karen Watson 



Ed Campbell                                            Debra Jacks 

Jimmy Phillips                                            Destiny Gonyon 

Cindy McCann                                        Sonya Crowell 
 
 

 Staff Members    
  

Dawn Taylor, Executive Director 

Cathy Stoltz, Volunteer/Office Coordinator 

Jennifer Archibald, Program Assistant 
Lisa Frierson,LBSW, Good Samaritan Coordinator 

Teresa Prinzo, Family Services Coordinator 

Debra Dooley, Supportive Services Coordinator 

Gina Russell, Common Threads, Manager 

 

Plus 25+ Volunteers! 
 

Ways to Help 
 

  



  

Visit our Website 

  

  

 

 
 

    

  

  

 

  

The Family  
 

 

 

https://familycenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Family-Center-332500490169098/
https://twitter.com/TFCofMauryCo
https://www.facebook.com/The-Family-Center-332500490169098/
https://twitter.com/TFCofMauryCo

