4th Quarter Newsletter 2015
Dine Around & Stay in Town
Thanks for the awesome participation in our 5th annual Dine Around & Stay in
Town event. It was a wonderful night to be on the Square enjoying food, friends
and music. Special thanks to Christy's on 6th, Square Market, Puckett's, Pie
Sensations and Venue Tenn for providing the food and entertainment and Grogg
Shoppe, Bi pass Liquor Oasis Packaging & Midsouth distributor for the
beverages. We are looking forward to the fun next year!!

To see more photos from the event, Click here to go to our Facebook
page.

Thanksgiving
Turkey Box Give Away

These are just a few of the volunteers from our
Turkey Box Give Away Day. We appreciate each of you!!

Thanks to everyone who donated boxes for our Turkey Box
Giveaway. We were able to assist 358 families with a
Thanksgiving box which included a turkey and all the
trimmings.
To see more photos from the event,
Click here to go to our Facebook page.

Kids In Action

Staton Family Ringing Bells

Zion Student Council donated
money from a fundraiser.

Lillie Butler organized a food drive at
Highland Park Baptist Church.

Columbia Academy's canned food drive

Columbia Academy students brought in their toy
donations for Santa's Workshop.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
We are very grateful and very pleased to announce that our Salvation Army bellringing campaign collected $40,038. This will help many Maury County families
with their rent/power bills.
There were many stories of people giving because the Salvation Army or the
Family Center had helped them in the past.
Perhaps the group deserving the most thanks is the wonderful assortment of
volunteers who rang the bells for us. There were middle school, high school, and
college students, Family Center volunteers, staff, and board members, school
clubs and church groups. We had young families with small children wearing red
aprons and several retired couples who rang multiple shifts. We thank you all
and hope you will return in November to ring again.

Santa's Workshop
521 children were served
thanks to this wonderful
community. We had so
many gifts donated that
each child received 5
presents, 2 stocking
stuffers, a book, an article
of clothing and a stuffed
animal! We also gave a roll
of wrapping paper to the
first 120 families! Also,
because of your
generosity, all the families
who pre-registered
received either a turkey or
a ham for their Christmas
dinner! The parents who
came to shop were so
overjoyed with the amount
of gifts they were able to pick out.

Once again, we want to thank you for all your support! We could not do
this with out you!

Food Giveaway
December 30, 2015
Before Christmas, Second Harvest Food Bank in Nashville contacted The Family Center
and asked if we could distribute excess perishable foods. They tend to have extra bread,
dairy, and vegetables during the holidays that need a home. Although we are all tired
from bell ringing, Christmas toys and food boxes, we could not pass up the chance to
provide fresh food to our neighbors. We served 115 families with bread, fresh fruits and
vegetables.

Thanks so much to Riverside United Methodist Church for hosting this
giveaway and all the volunteers that came out to help us distribute the food!

In The News!
In case you missed some great articles in the newspaper about The Family
Center, here they are again!
Free Food for All
Salvation Army

Future Educational Opportunities
*Budgeting Classes- January 20th, February 17th and
March 18th (evening class)
*Anger Management Classes- as requested
*Lunch and Learns- February 24 & March 30th
If you would like to teach a class or provide a meal for
a Lunch & Learn, please contact Teresa at 388-3840
or teresa@familycenter.org.
Visit our Calendar for more details!

Pastor Eric Nichols, Thompson
Station Church, taught a Brunch &
Learn on having a grateful heart.

Upcoming EventsSave the Date!

Spare the Love Bowling Tournament- February 27, 2016

Reverse Raffle- April 23, 2016
More information coming soon!!
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Extreme Givers: Thank You!
Berea Church of Christ
Columbia Cycling Club
Bigbyville United Methodist
Dorothe Horne
Blue Springs Free Will Baptist Church Frank and Gloria Dale
First Cumberland Presbyterian Church Gaylon and Elaine Harris
First Presbyterian Church
Green, Lonsdale M.
First United Methodist Church
Hal and Suzanne Hall
Highland Park Baptist Church
Highland Corporation
Maury Baptist Association
Jennie Southall Trust
Maury Hills Church
Karen Johnson
Pleasant Heights Baptist Church
Karen Phillips
Riverside United Methodist Church Mary Walker Dale
Riverview Baptist Church
Morris and Elizabeth Franks
St Catherine Catholic Church
Ray Garrett
St. Peters Episcopal Church
Riddle, Mr. and Mrs. James
Viola Baptist Church
Stand Together Fellowship
McCain's Church
Steven Woodley
St Luke's United Methodist Church
W.C. & Brenda Summar
Westminster Women's Association
Williams, Alfred or Barbara
Salvation Army
Wolfe Enterprises
United Way
Zion Christian Academy

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
Thank you... two little words I say over and over... probably 50 times a
day. Thank you for the jars of peanut butter, thank you for the clothing donations,
thank you for the check, thank you for the toys, thank you for the turkeys, thank
you for ringing the bells. Thank you.... Thank you... Thank you. I spend a good
amount of my day writing thank you notes, penning thank you letters to send to
supporters and saying thank you to all the volunteers and staff who spend hours
taking in those donations and mailing out those letters. I love saying those words
to you, to staff, to volunteers, to board members. However those two little words
do not really express my gratitude for all you do for us.

"Thank you" does not cover it for the 1,200 people who attended A Very Maury
Christmas and paid either $5.00 or a toy donation to help us with Santa's
workshop? Are there other words I can say to thank you for the 348 turkey boxes
that were donated to help families have a Thanksgiving meal? How about all
those that donated toys for Christmas. We helped 521 children have presents to
open Christmas Day. "thank you" does not seem enough for that. I would have to
say thank you 40,038 times because that is the amount of money you helped us
raise in our Salvation Army kettles!
The thesaurus lists "thanks", "danke", "gracias", "merci" and "much obliged" as
synonyms for "thank you". But when I think about all this community gives to
those we serve, I get a lump in my throat and tears well in my eyes. Is there a
word for that? Because that is the "thank you" I really want to say.
This has been a record year for us, we have more than doubled what we put back
into the community ($509,631.94 to be exact) and it is all because of your
generosity and your support. We can't do what we do without you and this
awesome and giving community!
So, for lack of a better word, I want to sincerely thank you for allowing us to serve
those in need and thank you for always supporting our programs and mission!

With a lump in my throat and tears in my eyes,

Dawn Taylor,
Executive Director

Partner Spotlight!
Once again, the employees at GM have shown their generosity by ringing
bells at the planet. In one day they were able to raise $3,427 for the
people in Maury county. We will use this donation to assist those in need
of help with their power or rent. THANK YOU!!

Volunteer Spotlight!
Frank Bellamy wears many hats at the
Family Center. To name a few, he is one
of our Tuesday morning volunteers, the
President of the Board of Director and
the leader of the bell ringing
captains. You will often see Frank
scurrying around the Family Center or
one of our events. Thank you Frank for
always being willing to pitch in where
ever help is needed!!

Ways to Help!

Kroger Community
Rewards!
Kroger Community rewards is a new program that helps
Non-Profit organizations by earning money as the
community shops. By registering your Kroger card and
selecting The Family Center's number 89559, you will
help us earn points every time you shop. The points
turn into dollars for The Family Center which turns into assistance for Maury County
residents. Help us by enrolling in the rewards program today! Click here to enroll!

Plus 1$
Columbia Power and Water Services, Mt. Pleasant
Power, Atmos, and Duck River Electric
Membership Cooperation all have programs that
allow you to add a few dollars to your utility
bill. We can use this money to help pay utility bills
for our families. Please contact your utility company for more information

You shop, Amazon
gives
Did you know you can help The Family Center
by purchasing items on Amazon Smile? This
is similar to Amazon website but a portion of
your purchase will be sent to The Family
Center as a donation.
Click here for more information!

Atmos Assistance!
Do you know someone that needs
assistance with their Atmos Gas
bill? The Family Center can pay their
old bill, current bill or reconnection fee
for the next few weeks provided we
have not already assisted them with their Atmos bill this year. There is no income
limit! Please do not let someone go cold this year because of an old bill or reconnection
fee! Call 388-3840 for an appointment.

This offer is only for Atmos bills. All other utility assistance must meet regular Good
Samaritan eligibility requirements. We can not pay reconnection fees or past bills on
other utility bills.

Get To Know Your Board Members

Frank Bellamy, President

Elizabeth Cox, Vice
President

Suzanne Jordan, Secretary

Lucas Burt, Treasurer

Robert Archibald

Wade Kincaid

Katrina Armstrong

Kathy Lafferty

Jennifer Cook

Pamela Nelson

Donald Flowers

Jimmy Phillips

Betty Gibson

Debbie Turner

Terry Hendrickson

Robert (Robin) Wilhite, Jr.

Venus Hoover

Staff Members
Dawn Taylor, Executive Director

Cathy Stoltz, Volunteer/Office Coordinator

Lisa Frierson, Good Samaritan Coordinator

Teresa Prinzo, Family Services Coordinator

Margie Abbitt, Administrative Assisant
Plus 25 Volunteers!

Dawn Taylor
Executive Director
931.388.3840

Click Here to Donate!
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