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Celebrating the Decades 
2016 Reverse Raffle 

 
 

In April we "Celebrated the Decades" at our Reverse Raffle.  If you missed this 
fun night, you need to make plans for next year.  There was food, music, dancing 
and silent auction action.  Thanks to everyone that supported this event! 



 



 
 

   To see more photos from the event,  Click here to go to our Facebook 
page .   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Patti Platt is our Common Threads Retail 
Manager.  Patti Interned at The Family Center 

https://www.facebook.com/332500490169098/photos/?tab=album&album_id=984184445000696
https://www.facebook.com/332500490169098/photos/?tab=album&album_id=984184445000696


Common Threads 
 

We are excited to announce that 
our thrift store is now open for 
business.  The store is located at 1300 Hatcher Lane next to Dr. Wilhite's dentist 
office. You will find a cute little store filled with the many blessings we receive 
from this wonderful community. This store will give us the opportunity to create 
new programs and support those that we currently have.  So while Common 
Threads has changed what we do with donations, it will only enhance our mission 
and allow us to help more of our neighbors and friends. 
 
It is our hope you will come by and visit, browse through our wonderful selection 
of books, clothes, dishes, toys, linens and accessories.  Who knows, maybe you 
will find a blessing or two to take home with you! 
 

Our Grand Opening is July 23, 2016 from 10-2.  Sale of the day is 20% off 
your entire purchase.   

 
 

last summer and we fell in love with her heart, 
passion and willingness to work hard to serve 

those in need.  The Family Center is blessed to 
have Patti join our team.   

 

  

   

  

 

Kids In Action 
 

The kids have been showing out this quarter!  From 

elementary to high schoolers, they have been working 
hard to those in need.  Thanks to everyone that has 

showered us with blessings! 
 

 

 

 

Maury Hills Youth helped with our 
community garden.   

 

 

 

 

Colby Adams had a birthday party and 
asked for canned goods  

instead of presents.  



 

CDA held their second annual 
"Dress Down Day" fundraiser for us. 

 

 

Tennessee Promise Volunteers 
 



 

Mary Claire came in to donate this 
basket of peanut butter. For her 

birthday she asked that her friends 
give jars of peanut butter instead of 

presents. 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Tre'yana Ogilvie, Central's Key 
Club President, with the food 

donation they collected. 

 

 

Bo and his crew from the West 7th Church of 
Christ youth group.  

 

 

 

 

These awesome kids are just a few of the 
children at Spring Hill Elementary that 

collected over 1500 personal care items.   

 



 

These Zion students had their 
own Cupcake War to raise money 

for the Family Center.  
 
 

  

 

Future Educational Opportunities 
  

*Budgeting Classes-August 17, September 13 
(evening class) & October 19 
*Anger Management Classes- as requested 
*Lunch and Learns- August 31st, September 
28th & October 26th 
  
If you would like to teach a class or provide a 
meal for a Lunch & Learn, please contact 
Teresa at 388-3840 or 
teresa@familycenter.org.   

  
  

 

 

 

Andy Meldrum from the show "So 
You Think You Can Hunt" and 

Ashley Carter (Milani Chiropractic) 
were some of our speakers at the 

June Lunch & Learn.    

 

In The News! 
 

In case you missed some great articles in the newspaper and online about The 
Family Center, here they are again! 
 
  



  
Common Threads is now OPEN!  
  
Thank you Master Gardeners!  
  
  
  

Upcoming Events-  

 

      Back to School Event-   

July 22, 2016  

 

We need your help!  Deadline to donate 
 school supplies is July 20th.   

http://columbiadailyherald.com/lifestyles/celebrations/family-center-opens-gift-thrift-store
http://columbiadailyherald.com/lifestyles/celebrations/community-plots-promote-garden-crops


 

   

Dine Around & Stay in Town-  

Fall of 2016 

More information coming soon!! 
 

 
  

  



2016 2nd Quarter Statistics 
 

  
Families 

Served 
YTD 

Amount Paid 

2nd Quarter 
Paid YTD 

Columbia Power 111 244 $10,795.02 $27,150.58 

Mt. Pleasant 

Power 
3 15 $270.00 $1,744.00 

Atmos Energy 20 53 $4,245.58 $9,616.09 

DREMC 6 20 $610.00 $2,677.00 

Rent 40 78 $5,070.00 $11,119.00 

Eyeglasses 10 22 $1,160.00 $2,552.00 

Emergency 

Lodging 
    

Columbia Oil     

MRMC 

Foundation 
11 27 $981.59 $1,570.59 

Bus Ticket     

Mt Pleasant Water 2 2 $190.00 $190.00 

Miscellaneous  1 5 $763.50 $1,160.50 

Kroger Cards 68 137 $1,700.00 $3,425.00 

Pantry 799 1529 $3,229.62 $5,898.37 

      

Total 1071 2132 $29,015.31 $67,103.13 

   

  

  

Extreme Givers: Thank You! 
  

Berea Church of Christ Andy Meldrum 

Bigbyville United Methodist Dorothe Horne 

Blue Springs Free Will Baptist Church Karen Phillips 

First Cumberland Presbyterian Church Homer Martin 

First Presbyterian Church Julie Kinnard 

First United Methodist Church Maury Regional Foundation 

Highland Park Baptist Church Ray Garrett 

Maury Baptist Association Kyle Patrick 

Maury Hills Church Teresa Gardner 



Pleasant Heights Baptist Church Alfreda & Barbara Williams 

Riverside United Methodist Church Salvation Army 

Riverview Baptist Church United Way 

St Catherine Catholic Church Joseph Soisson 

St. Peters Episcopal Church Columbia Dance Academy 

Viola Baptist Church First Family Baptist Church 

 
 

 

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 

The other day, my daughter asked me why we named our thrift store "Common 
Threads".  There were many names submitted by board members, volunteers 
and staff but that one seemed to stick.  I said, "because everyone has things in 
common and one of those things is clothing.  We all need clothing/threads".  In 
her sweet, yet sometimes defiant,  9 year old voice she said, "No, you named it 
that because everyone wants to help each other... that is what we have in 
common." 
 
The innocence of children often speaks louder and truer than any experienced 
adult.  She is so right; we all want to help each other and that is what we truly 
have in common.  From the very first days of our thrift store, we saw the need to 
help others come in all shapes and sizes.  Some of our families donated the few 
spare items they had because they wanted to help us as we have helped 
them.  Store owners have brought us returned items to stock our shelves despite 
the prospect of competition.  Children with too many toys have cleaned out their 
closets to help those with very little.   This community wants to help, wants to give 
and we have been so blessed by your need to see your neighbors thrive and 
grow. 
 
As with all new businesses starting out, our first few weeks have been slow to 
profit but we have seen our mission jump by leaps and bounds and that is 
success in our eyes.  We have been the recipients of giving in ways that have 
made us rent a storage unit to hold all your blessings!!!  In these troubling times, 
it goes back to the undeniable need to help each other.  Rich or poor, people 
will give to help those in need and Common Threads is a vessel in which you can 
do that. 
 
It is great to see all the new businesses in our community.  You can see our little 
town grow with each new eatery, factory or boutique that opens its doors.  But on 
1300 Hatcher Lane, snuggled between Dr. Wilhite's dentist office and the 
Sunshine Beer and Tobacco store is a very interesting establishment, one of a 



kind!  We take your donations and turn them over to our neighbors... sometimes 
for free!.  We encourage the community to donate time, thoughts and ideas on 
how best to serve others... we are the place you can give to help others. 
 
So if you are out and about, waiting for the Dairy Queen to open or spending 
some time checking out the new stores on our square, swing by and check us 
out.  See how you can plug in to help us help others.  Or just check out the racks 
of clothing or baskets of books.  I guarantee you will find a treasure at our store 
and your dollars will be turned into jars of peanut butter or financial assistance for 
the residents of Maury County! 
 
As always, thank you for your love and support! 
 
   

  
Dawn Taylor,  
Executive Director 
 
P.S. We are open on Saturdays now!!!!  
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Partner Spotlight! 
 
The Maury Regional Foundation is one of our wonderful supporters.  So 
far this year, they have taught two lunch & learn classes, provided lunch 
for one of the classes & done a free health screening.  We appreciate all 
that they do for our clients!   



      
 

 

 

Volunteer Spotlight! 
 

 
  
Gloria Hodges is one of our Wednesday volunteers.  She has been a such 
a joy to have here at the Family Center.  No matter the job she is always 
willing to help especially when it comes to getting organized.  Thank you 
Gloria!! 

 

 

 



Ways to Help! 
Kroger Community 
Rewards! 
 
Kroger Community rewards is a new program that helps 
Non-Profit organizations by earning money as the 
community shops.  By registering your Kroger card and 
selecting The Family Center's number 89559, you will 
help us earn points every time you shop.  The points 
turn into dollars for The Family Center which turns into assistance for Maury County 
residents. Help us by enrolling in the rewards program today!  Click here to enroll! 

Plus 1$ 
Columbia Power and Water Services, Mt. Pleasant 
Power, Atmos, and Duck River Electric 
Membership Cooperation all have programs that 
allow you to add a few dollars to your utility 
bill.  We can use this money to help pay utility bills 

for our families.  Please contact your utility company for more information 

You shop, Amazon 
gives 
  
Did you know you can help The Family Center 
by purchasing items on Amazon Smile?  This 
is similar to Amazon website but a portion of 
your purchase will be sent to The Family 
Center as a donation. 
  
Click here for more information!  

Atmos Assistance! 
 
Do you know someone that needs 
assistance with their Atmos Gas 
bill?  The Family Center can pay their 
old bill, current bill or reconnection fee 
for the next few weeks provided we 
have not already assisted them with their Atmos bill this year.  There is no income 
limit!   Please do not let someone go cold this year because of an old bill or reconnection 
fee! Call 388-3840 for an appointment.  
  
  

https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/62-1597122


This offer is only for Atmos bills.  All other utility assistance must meet regular Good 
Samaritan eligibility requirements.  We cannot pay reconnection fees or past bills on other 
utility bills. 

Get To Know Your Board Members  
 
 

Frank Bellamy, President            Elizabeth Cox, Vice 
President                  

Suzanne Jordan, Secretary   Lucas Burt, Treasurer                  

Jennifer Cook  Wade Kincaid    

Donald Flowers  Pamela Nelson                        

Betty Gibson                                Jimmy Phillips                    

Terry Hendrickson                           Debbie Turner    

Venus Hoover                       Robert (Robin) Wilhite, Jr.                     

                    
 

            
 

 
  

  

  
    Staff Members    

  

Dawn Taylor, Executive Director Cathy Stoltz, Volunteer/Office Coordinator 

Lisa Frierson, Good Samaritan Coordinator Patti Platt, Common Threads, Manager 

Teresa Prinzo, Family Services Coordinator Plus 25 Volunteers! 
  

 

 

Dawn Taylor 
Executive Director 
931.388.3840 
 
Bridging those in Crisis 

 

  

Click Here to Donate! 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=BTWR75DYVCK86


STAY CONNECTED 
 

        

 
 

        

   

   

 

The Family Center, 921 South Beckett, PO Box 576, Columbia, TN 38401 
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Try it free today 
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http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PM_B2BA&id=preview
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