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News Update

425 children received 3 presents, a book, a stocking stuffer and
school supplies through our Santa’s Workshop. Many children
had gifts under their tree this year that might not otherwise
thanks to this program. We were also able to adopt out 87
children and 44 adults, which is a total of 556 children.

Thank you to all who rang
the bells for Salvation
Army. We raised
$28,013.53 this year. 80%
of the money received will
remain with the Family
Center and will directly
impact the citizens of
Maury County by assisting
with housing costs or utility
bills. We could never raise
this amount without the
support of the community.

There were so many organizations, youth groups, businesses and
individuals who made our program a success and put smiles on
so many children’s faces, we cannot thank you enough! We are
so appreciative of the support this community has shown our
families.

We also thank Kroger,
Hobby Lobby, Wal-Mart
and Local UAW for
supporting the bell ringing
program.

Happy Holidays!
With the support of several community groups, the Family
Center helped to provide meals to over 1,000 individuals for
Thanksgiving this year and over 700 received food for Christmas.

Save the Date!
April 26th is our annual Reverse Raffle! Save the Date!

4TH QUARTER NEWSLETTER

S.O.S.

WINTER 2013

Opportunities at the Family Center

We are very excited about our new program! Sustainable Occupation
Services will take a more “hands on” approach to helping our clients
find and retain employment. This will include a series of educational
opportunities developed specifically at gainful employment, weekly
support groups to report progress and share experiences and incentives
for long-term employment. We are looking forward to some great
success stories!

Future Educational Opportunities
*Positive Parenting Classes- January 8th, February 5th and March 5th
*Budgeting Classes-January 15th, February 19th and March 18th
*Anger Management Classes- January 19th, February 26th, March 26th
*Brunch and Learns-January 23rd (Caring for children with Allergies), February 20th (Caring for relative
children) March 20th (car mechanics 101)
*Lunch and Learns- January 30th (Saving Money for the new year), February 27th (Simple Home repair),
March 27th (Job Fair)

2013 Year End Statistics
Utility Bills
Rent
Glasses
Emergency Lodging
Gasoline/Kroger cards
Medications
Miscellaneous
Food Purchased
Food Donated
$64,142.76

$80,903.01
$29,265.32
$6,148.00
$3,658.51
$8,871.86
$4,330.69
$2,904.53
$20,058.68

Total $$’s into community $220,283.36

2012
3,710 families served through
our supplemental pantry

2013
3,940 families served through
our supplemental pantry

Assisted financially with a total Over 1,595 families assisted
of $122,400
financially with a total of
$136,081
Christmas provided for 463
Christmas provided for 556
children/adults
children/adults
450 children/back to school
supplies.
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507 children/back to school
supplies
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Letter from the Director
Dear Friends,
We have just closed out 2013 and tallied our
Good Samaritan program. It is quite amazing
that we were able to put over $220,000 back into
our community this year! However, this is a
Band-Aid. How do we heal the wound? What
has made the difference of our clients who have
turned the curve and are on their way to selfsupport and security? First and foremost,
belonging to a faith community is key. We are
losing the battle of churching those in need. Nine
out of ten will answer negatively our question of
church affiliation. Secondly, employment of at
least one person in the household is essential.
We see so many mothers who have NO
spendable income, yet they have expenses.
Reasoning skills are another behavior of
successful clients. If your income is $500 per
month, why in the world would you rent a place
that costs $600 per month? For those reasons,
The Family Center is hosting a five year Capacity
Campaign. This differs from a capital
campaign…we own our building and are not
moving or enlarging, other than hoping for a
storage addition. However, we do need to bring
our current programs to FULL CAPACITY.
Our Job Research Coach needs to be full-time!
One of my father’s expressions was to stay on
something like “a duck on a June bug!” He was
right! We need to assess people who are
employable, convince them as to why

employment rather than entitlements are
important, and reward their success. That requires
constant contact, assistance, and encouragement.
We need a full-time life skills coach. There are so
many who do not understand and follow through
with the responsibility that accompanies running a
household. Furthermore, The Family Center has
been in our building since 1999. We need to take
care of and maintain our own building, just as we
are trying to teach our clients. And finally,
consistency is important. The Family Center
should be an employer of choice. Turnover is
disruptive to our clients and the accountability we
enforce. We don’t pay benefits, but our staff needs
to be able to seek medical attention when
needed…like flu shots in this season. They put in
traumatic hours and should not be paid at a
substandard rate... again, bringing our future to
capacity. I am seeking community-minded
citizens and institutions to make a five year
commitment of support. Yes, we will still have
events to raise funds, but this is insurance of
sustainability. Let me know if you would like to
receive a campaign booklet outlining the cause!

Extreme Givers: Thank You
Maury Hills
Church of Christ
toy Donation

Knight of
Columbus Coat
Drive

Columbia Academy for the food drive, Maury Hills
Church, FUMC, David McGregor, Ameriprise/Kathie
Wilson, Mid-South Surgeons, Maury County
Horseman’s Association, Karen and Rusty Vest, Don
and Eva James Crichton, Beverly Horner, Rick
Alexander, McCain’s Presbyterian Church, Gibran
Naddy, William Haywood, Julius and Karen Johnson,
Byrd and Ann Cain, Bigbyville United Methodist
Church, First Presbyterian Church, Elton McCabe, Roan
Bradley, Wolfe Enterprises, UAW Local 1853 GM
Manufacturing, Blue Springs Freewill Baptist Church
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Thank You for Partnering with Us
Adopt-A-Box
Our goal was to create 50 boxes filled with a turkey and all the
fixin’s for Thanksgiving dinner our families could make
together including activities for children to do and instructions
on how to set the table. The community went above and
beyond, allowing us to create over 60 boxes this year!
Farrar Landers Providing a Thanksgiving meal

Columbia Academy Annual Food Drive
November 26th Columbia Academy held their annual food
drive, collecting over 57,000 pounds of food which were
distributed to various non-profit agencies. We thank
Columbia Academy students for their generosity and hard
work.

Columbia Academy Food Drive

CSCoC Phi Beta Kappa Food Drive
Students at Columbia State Community College collected 1,720
food items and 425 hygiene products for our pantry. We have
such a wonderful partnership with CSCC and are so grateful for
all they do for us.

Service from the Young

CSCC Students and their Collection

It is never too early to teach your children to give back to the
community. Lillie gave all the money she received at Christmas time
and donated it to the Family Center to help someone with their utility
bill. We just love seeing someone so young do something so grown up!
Lillie and Executive Director Lolly Watson

New Additions!
We are excited for our new board members!
Back Row: Jack Cobb, Jimmy Phillips, Debbie Turner,
Donald Flowers. Front Row: Shelley Taylor, Jeff Smith,
Wade Kincade. Not Pictured: Kathy Lafferty
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Partner Spotlight

We want to say a special
thank you to UAW Local
1853 GM Manufacturing
who rang the bells for
Salvation Army in front of
their 12 entrances in one day
and raised $3,143.96 for the
families in Maury County.
We thank them for their
participation in our
programs
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Opportunities to Serve
Teach a class
We are beginning a new year of Educational
Opportunities. If you have something you
would like to share with our families and would
be willing to facilitate a program or lead a
discussion feel free to contact us. We are
always looking for new learning experiences for
our families!

Prepare a Meal
The Family Center needs
volunteers to prepare meals for
our Brunch and Learns and
Lunch and Learns! If you
would like to help please give us
a call at 388-3840!

Volunteer Spotlight
There are many ways to
volunteer at the Family
Center. Tom and Jackie
are a husband and wife
team. Jackie is our Friday
afternoon volunteer
answering the phones and
helping clients. Tom runs
errands for us picking up
food orders and keeping
the pantry in clean. Here
you see them ringing bells
for Salvation Army.
We love Jackie and Tom
(and their son Andy who is
a board member)

“A Family Centered”
Christy Anthony is a mother of three and
has been a friend of the Family Center for
several years. Christy has overcome many
obstacles in her life including major health
issues. Christy says, “I didn’t know what I
would have done without the Family Center
support.” She is very grateful for all we
have done for her and her children…
parenting, budgeting, Christmas help, back
to school items, food, financial assistance
plus moral support. Christy works at
Pucketts in Columbia as a server but hopes
to enter management soon. She really loves
her job and the support she has received
from the community. We are very excited
to see how Christy has grown through the
years and we know good things will
continue to come her way!

Tom and Jackie Szaflarski
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Board and Staff Members
Kyle Bratton, President
Andrew Szaflarski, Vice President
Jennifer Fulbright, Secretary
Karen Vest, Treasurer
Beverly Horner, Finance
Frank Bellamy
Lee Bergeron
Jennifer Cook
Elizabeth Cox
Allison Gengelbach
Terry Hendrickson
Karen Johnson
Suzanne Jordan
Sundown Kelley

Sherri Mitchener
Mary Jane Parks
Donnise Strong
Robin Wilhite, Jr.
Pam William
Jack Cobb
Jeff Smith
Shelley Taylor
Debbie Turner
Jimmy Phillips
Wade Kincade
Donald Flowers
Kathy Lafferty

Lolly Watson, Executive Director
Dawn Taylor, Assistant Director/Action Coach
Lisa Fields, Good Samaritan Coordinator
Beth Fischer, Office Manager
Raquel Waters, Job Research Coach
Plus 25 volunteers
Thanks to United
Way for allowing us
to serve as a partner
agency.

The Family Center
921 S. Beckett
Columbia, TN 38401
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Address Line 1
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Address Line 4

