
 

 

T H I R D  Q U A R T E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

Welcome two new 
members of The Family 

Center Staff! 
Raquel Waters is our part-

time job research coach,   
securing entry-level jobs in 
community, assisting with 

job search, résumé’s, and 
applications every Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings.     
 

Robin Watson is our 
contract grant writer and 

life skills teacher, to include  
successful work habits.   
 

Save the Date! 

The 

Family Center 
Bridging Those in Crisis 

News Update 

Back to School Support 
In July, 315 children received 100% of school supplies at The 
Family Center’s Back to School Event.  Children received free 

haircuts, hotdogs prepared by firemen and entertainment from 

Junior Auxiliary.  In the weeks that followed, we helped an 

additional 200 children with about 75% of their back to school 
needs, and several more received assistance after we stopped 

counting.   We have a few binders, packs of paper, and uniforms 
left that continually trickle out as children change schools or 
transfer into the county. 

 

Starting Wednesday of Thanksgiving and every Friday and 
Saturday until Christmas, we will be ringing the bells for 
Salvation Army in two hour slots.  Call 388-3840 to reserve a 

time.  We will be at Walmart and 3 Kroger locations. 
 

December 18 and 19 will be Santa’s Workshop.  We will need 
unwrapped gifts delivered before December 17. 

Want to adopt a family for Christmas?  Call the Family Center! 

A Crisis Diversion Agency 

The Good Samaritan Program 

921 South Beckett Street 

P.O. Box 576 

Columbia, TN 38402 

Phone: 931-388-3840 

Fax: 931-381-7569 

http://www.familycenter.org 

“Like” us on Facebook 

Robin Watson 

Raquel Waters 
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Opportunities for Education Each Month 
Fathers on Board 

Future Opportunities 

Statistics and Reports 

Extreme Givers: Thank You 

 

 301 families were served financially July-Sept in the amount of 

$27,053.40.  YTD, 1,188 families with $103,098.83 of financial 
support with one quarter of the year remaining!  This past quarter, 

934 families were served from our pantry.  YTD, 2,953 families.  20 
people attended budgeting classes, 74 attending our Lunch/Brunch & 

Learns, 12 attended Anger Management, and 10 positive parenting in 

the last quarter.  We received 5,515.8 pounds of food, valued at 
$9,156.23 and purchased another $6,423.04 of food/pantry items. 

 

We had an excellent session with delicious food provided by Duck 
River SHRM.  Our Panel consisted of Reverend Trent Ogilvie, Judge 
Stella Hargrove, and Mr. Scott Gaines.  The panel addressed the 

importance of fathers participating in lives of their children and their 
financial responsibilities.  Women are reluctant to name fathers, thus 

no legal recourse.  44% of births in this county are to single mothers, 
which is the fastest growing poverty segment of the population 

nationwide.   
 

October 16th Budgeting Class 10:00-12:00 

October 18th Brunch and Learn, Weatherization 10:00-12:00 
October 23rd Anger Management 10:00-12:00 
October 25th Lunch and Learn, Job Workshop 12:00-2:00 

November 6th Parenting Class 10:00-12:00 
November 15th Brunch and Learn, Holiday Crafts 10:00-12:00 

November 20th Budgeting Class 10:00-12:00 
November 22nd Lunch and Learn, Thanksgiving on a budget 

November 27th Anger Management 10:00-12:00 

Southern Fried Festival 5K sponsored by The Well Class, 
FUMC; Kids Helping Kids (FUMC); Morning Pointe, 

Farm Bureau, J. Robert Harlan, Whitthorne Middle 
School, City of Columbia, United Way, BMC Metalworks, 
Latter Day Saints, Junior Auxiliary, Maury Hills, First 

Cumberland. 

 
First Cumberland Presbyterian Church Food Collection 
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Letter from the Director 
ways you can, in all the places you can, at all 
the times you can, to all the people you can, as 

long as ever you can!”  That could easily be the 
motto and mission statement for The Family 

Center. Looking back, we have experienced an 
outpouring of support from our community.  
Yet, looking ahead, there is trepidation.  While 

you enjoy the months ahead, don’t take for 
granted that everyone is having the same level 

of peace and joy.  Times are tough!  Plug in! 

Dare we suggest that we have had our last 
humid day of 2013?  I have especially enjoyed 

the crisp mornings and evenings these past few 
weeks, and I feel as if we can take a quick 

breath before the crunch and bustle of fall and 
winter.  At The Family Center, we have to be 
very careful that the need and demands of the 

poor do not eclipse the joy of the season.  
Desperate people ooze from every corner.  I 

know that every Thanksgiving there will be a 
big turkey in the middle of our table at home.  I 

know that every Christmas there will be a 
luscious, baked country ham with all the 
fixings!  Our consumers know neither of these 

things.  And it breaks my heart to think of 
children with no goodies, either on the table or 

under the tree.  So…I’m thinking ahead.  There 
is a huge amount of logistical work to make it 

all happen, but we are determined it will 
happen. ..because such is the nature of this 
community. 

We are seeing as many frustrated people as we 
have ever seen before.  It will take a good while 

for any recovery to sift down to our people.  
The spirit seems to be “take whatever you can, 

whenever you can…and, for the most part, with 
a thankful heart.”  Many of you know that I 
belong to the Methodist Church.  I think I was 

“born” a Methodist.  One of the quotes of our 
founder John Wesley is this, “Do all the good 

you can, by all the means you can, in all the 

Edward’s Community Garden  
The Latter Day Saints spent an afternoon cleaning and preparing our garden for the 

winter.  They planted turnip greens and collard greens in all our beds.  We truly 

appreciate all of their assistance in sprucing up our landscaping! 

  

Cooking Instructions: 

Wash the greens two or three times and remove any large stems.  Fill a pot about 

half full of water. 

Put a small piece of hog jowl in the water along with a pod of hot pepper. 

Fill the pot with greens—it will look like a lot but as the greens cook down the 

amount will be smaller.  Bring to a full boil and reduce heat. 

Cook until the meat is cooked and the greens are tender, salt to taste and add 1 tbsp 

of sugar. 

 

 

 

Recipe: 

 

Turnip 

Greens  
by  
Dot Sowell 
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Thank You for Partnering with Us 

Spotlight 
Kevani and Arterica are two sisters off to a great start.  

We met them when they came for utility assistance.  Both 

are single mothers and live in the same neighborhood in 

Mt. Pleasant.  They were looking for a job.  We pledged 

to help them with gas if they secured the job!  They are 

doing so well and are trying to get ahead.   They also 

helped us celebrate our 300th “like” on Facebook! 

Dine Around and Stay in Town! 
Our 4th annual Dine Around and Stay in town was a 
huge success.  Participating restaurants included 

Christy’s, Square Market, Puckett’s and Killions.  
Adult beverages supplied by Oasis, By-Pass Liquors, 

The Grog Shoppe, and Mid-South Distributors.  300 
tickets sold making this our most successful year!  

Thank you to all who helped make it a wonderful 
evening! 
 

The Family Center Bowling Tournament 

Out first annual bowling tournament was a huge 

success!  We had friendly competition between 

churches, civic groups, menders lenders and defenders.  

Some of our top teams: Ebonite Galaxy Team, Craft 

CPA Team, Noon Rotary Team, First Farmers and 

Merchants Team, First United Methodist “Well Class” 

Team with Joe Evans earning the Spirit Award for First 

Presbyterian Church 

Service Sunday 
Thank you to Derek Hunter and Restoration Church 

for spending a Sunday cleaning organizing and helping 

The Family Center look good!  We appreciate all of 

their hard work!   

First United Methodist “Well Class” 
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Opportunities to Serve 

Frank is not only a 
volunteer, but he is a board 

member as well.  Frank 
and his truck are dear to 

us.  Frank picks up and 

shelves groceries, bags 

goods for our consumers, 
recycles our cardboard, 
and knows everyone in 

town!  He is vital to our 
operation! 

We want to say a special 
thank you to Junior 

Auxiliary for all of their 
support to the Family 

Center.  The back to school 
event was a success with 

their help along with helping 
at the bowing tournament.  
There is not an event where 

JA members do not show 
their support! 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Partner Spotlight 

Frank Bellamy 

Ring the Bells 

Ring the Bells for Salvation Army begins the Wednesday 

of Thanksgiving and runs every Friday and Saturday 
until Christmas.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 
youth groups, civic clubs and individuals to give back 

this holiday season.  80% of all that is collected will 
remain in Maury County.  Sign up for a two hour shift 

today! Call 388-3840. 

 

Prepare a Meal 

The Family Center needs 
volunteers to prepare meals for 

our Brunch and Learns and 
Lunch and Learns, which are 
the third and fourth Fridays of 

every month! 

Help with Thanksgiving 

Our families need help with Thanksgiving 
meals.  Every year we help match families 

with the community to make sure they 
have an opportunity to put a turkey on the 

table. 

Support Santa’s Workshop 

With Christmas fast 

approaching, we are already 
preparing to collect gifts for 
our Santa’s Workshop.  You 

can also adopt a family 
 



 

 

921 S. Beckett 

Columbia, TN 38401 

Address Line 1 

Address Line 2 

Address Line 3 

Address Line 4 

 

Board and Staff Members 

The Family Center 

[Recipient] 

3RD QUARTER NEWSLETTER FALL 2013 

Archie Morrow, President 
Kyle Bratton, Vice President 
Jennifer Jones, Secretary 
Karen Vest, Treasurer 
Beverly Horner, Finance 
Frank Bellamy  

Lee Bergeron  
Jennifer Cook  
Elizabeth Cox  
Allison Gengelbach 
Terry Hendrickson 
Karen Johnson 

Suzanne Jordan  
Sundown Kelley 
Sherri Mitchner 
Mary Jane Parks 
Donnise Strong  
Andrew Szaflarski 

Robin Wilhite, Jr. 
Pam William  

 

Lolly Watson, Executive Director 

Dawn Taylor, Assistant Director/Action Coach 

Lisa Fields, Good Samaritan Coordinator 

Beth Fischer, Office Manager 

Raquel Waters, Job Research Coach 

Robin Watson, Grants 

Plus 25 volunteers 
 Thanks to United 

Way for allowing us 
to serve as a partner 

agency. 

 


