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Bridging Those in Crisis

Camping Adventure a Success:
“I love Jesus!” was the exclamation of
one of our campers as he gathered his
new sleeping bag and Bible wearing his
head-lamp flashlight. Due to the overwhelming generosity of the community,
we were able to send 15 children to camp
with brand new sleeping bags, flashlights
and other supplies needed. Eight made it
to camp, 2 had to cancel at the last
minute, and 5 got lost! We think perhaps
next year we will need to provide a
bus! But even the lost kids used their
sleeping bags that night and pretended to
have a camp experience!

Save the Date!
Upcoming Events:
July 19: Back to School Event
August 17: Spare the Love Bowling Tournament
August 23: Brunch and Learn: Parenting Children with Special Needs
August 30: Lunch and Learn: Gangs in Our Community
September 12: Dine Around…and Stay in Town
September 20: Brunch and Learn: Creative Casseroles
September 27: Lunch and Learn: Engaging Fathers

A Crisis Diversion Agency
The Good Samaritan Program
921 South Beckett Street
P.O. Box 576
Columbia, TN 38402
Phone: 931-388-3840
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Office Manager

Welcome Beth Sowell Fischer to
the Family Center. Beth is the new
Office Manager. She is a Columbia
native and brings experience in
office management, volunteer and
community services. Beth is
married to Harvey and has two
sons Will and John. They are
Members of St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church. Her duties include
bookkeeping, volunteer
coordination, and general office
management. We are glad to have
her on board.

Opportunities for Education Each Month
Budgeting Basics- taught by Lisa Fields
Parenting Classes- taught by Dawn Taylor
Anger Management- taught by Lolly Watson
Brunch and Learn 3rd Friday of the month
Lunch and Learn 4th Friday of the month
Upcoming topics: Creating Casseroles on a Budget,
Engaging Fathers in the Lives of Their Children,
Habitat for Humanity and Section 8, Winterization of
Your Home; Homemade at Christmas, Parenting
Children with Special needs, Gangs in our
community, etc.

Starla Harden teaches sewing skills

Outstanding Lunch and Learns this past quarter!
Panel was informative for issues people face over 50,
importance of having a will, self protection, dealing
with depression, making your home safe, etc.
To help at risk youth understand the expenses of
raising children, Dawn Taylor created a game where
middle school girls learned lessons on life skills and
the importance of finishing school. 10 girls participated
and expressed their appreciation for the activity.

Presbyterian Women prepare a meal for a Lunch and Learn

Statistics and Reports
$5,584.30 was paid out to families in the month of June.
$74,448.82 has been paid out January to date.
262 families were fed from the pantry in June.
2,019 families have been fed from the pantry January to date.

Extreme Givers: Our Deepest Thanks
US Bank

Maury Regional Health donates
hygiene supplies

Met Life
Maury County Historical Benefit Ball
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Letter from the Director
Your gift…my pleasure! We packed several
youth off to the Salvation Army camp the middle
of June. No expense to the family! You provided
new sleeping bags, flashlights, and all kinds of
camping supplies. One little boy exclaimed, “I
just love Jesus!” when he saw his new Bible, and
he was whooping as he ran out the door with his
new headgear flashlight! Thanks to everyone
who made this a memorable camp experience!
At the other end of the gamut is the twenty year
old who sat in my office in tears. She had just
been released from the hospital after delivering
her 4th child. The father is in jail, so she is going
to have no paternal support at all. The truly sad
thing is that she really doesn’t expect any! How
do we turn that around? How do we teach the
downtrodden to aspire? How do they recover
from bad choices? The only answer I can come
up with is perseverance and one person at a time,
held by a strong faith. I am no martyr, and I am
certainly no miracle maker, but you are! You are
giving us the tools that we need to make a
difference. We’ll provide the hands if you
provide the stamina!

happens! Needed: backpacks, glues, paper,
folders, spirals, crayons, scissors, etc. Visit our
Facebook page to find the complete list.
There are so many wonderful things happening
at The Family Center. More and more
churches are sending Good Samaritan support.
Our fundraisers have gone well. Our longrange planning includes means to increase and
improve every program! Life is Good!
Bridging Those in Crisis,

Executive Director

We are anxiously preparing for the upcoming
school year. We are collecting supplies and dress
code items. On July 19th, Junior Auxiliary and
United Way…along with the health department
and several hairdressers…are serving the masses!
These youth need to have their school supplies in
hand on the first day of school like so many
others! We will do our best to see that this

School uniforms delivered by Junior Auxiliary

Edward’s Community Garden
Summer is in full bloom and so are the vegetables in the family center garden.
Squash, cucumber, and peppers are in season. Enjoy a recipe for “Unbelievable Squash
Casserole” http://allrecipes.com/recipe/unbelievable-squash-casserole/detail.aspx
2 teaspoons vegetable oil
3 crookneck yellow squash, diced
1/2 sweet yellow onion, diced
2 tablespoons water
1 (10.75 ounce) can condensed cream of
chicken soup
1 (8 ounce) container sour cream
1/2 cup shredded Cheddar cheese
1/2 (6 ounce) box dry bread stuffing
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Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease a
baking dish. Heat oil in a skillet over medium heat; cook
and stir squash and onion until tender, 8 to 10 minutes.
Add water and simmer to soften squash, 2 to 4 minutes.
Stir cream of chicken soup, sour cream, and Cheddar
cheese into squash mixture; mix well. Transfer squash
mixture to the prepared baking dish; top with stuffing
mix. Bake in the preheated oven until cheese is bubbling
and stuffing is browned, about 30 minutes.

Thank You for Partnering With Us
Feed the Need, a campaign sponsored by Leadership
Maury Class raised over $26,000 raised. The Family
Center, Faith Works (Mt. Pleasant) and The Well
(Spring Hill) were recipients. The Family Center serves
between 300-400
families each
month. All food
received April 1 is
long gone.
photo left: Columbia State
Community College Phi
Beta Kappa participated
in Feed the Need

MASH (Medical Application
of Science for Health). A
group of 25 upcoming juniors
and seniors from Maury and
surrounding counties braided
belts for back-to-school,
shelved food, weeded the
community garden, and
sorted school uniforms!.
Cindy Short, Maury Medical
Center, coordinated the
event. Busy bees!
A huge thanks to
Marley Molder,
daughter of
Elizabeth and Chaz
Molder, who asked
friends to bring

Maury Hills is the Family Center’s largest
religious supporter. They have held two
separate “Be a Sermon” events and asked the
congregation to purchase items for the Family
Center and have taken up offerings. We
appreciate their continued partnership.

We are so blessed to have the support of the
Santa Fe Unit School. Each day of the
designated week they collected different
supplies. Thank you so much for your giving
spirit!

peanut butter to her
3rd birthday party in
lieu of gifts. The
Family Center is
serving so many families with children this summer,
and peanut butter is always welcome!

Jackson Britt
volunteered at
The Family
Center assisting
people with online applications,
a huge step in
helping others
get back on their
feet.

Thank you community for supplying
the camping supplies for the 15
children that signed up for the
Children to Salvation Army Camp.
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Assisting in Finding Jobs
Grants received from
MetLife and US Bank
will fund a part time job
research coach. Helping
people find jobs!

Farmers Market

Thank you to Eagle Scout
Noah Bowers and friends
Darnell Covington and
Dillion Lindsey who
worked on an Eagle Scout
Project making farmers
market stands. Bring your
additional produce and we
will distribute to needy
families.

Opportunities to Serve
Back to School Event
July is reserved for preparing for
school. Our big event will be
July 19. Partnering with Junior
Auxiliary and United Way.
Blow up games, meal, parental
tips, haircuts and school
supplies will be offered. The
Health Department will be on
hand to schedule appointments
for physicals and shots. Check
out our website
www.familycenter.org for a list
of requested supplies.

Shoe Sensations in Columbia Mall has offered a great deal for anyone
wishing to purchase shoes for our back-to-school event. They are willing
to offer 20% off shoes purchased for the Family Center and give the
same 20% discount for personal purchases as well. Print off flyer from
The Family Center website and carry it with you. They will be glad to
hold the shoes there for us, or you can deliver if you prefer.
Come participate in the Family Center’s
First Annual Bowling Tournament on
August 17 at the Galaxy Lanes on
Mooresville Pike. $50 minimum sponsorship
to bowl on team. Lots of friendly
competition. Lenders vs. Defenders vs
Menders. Churches vs. Churches. Etc. Call
388-3840 to enter your team or sponsor a
lane…or email lolly@familycenter.org.

We Love our Volunteers
The Family Center
appreciates the volunteers
like David Grimes and Lou
Bisonette who help on Tues
morning, our busiest time.
We appreciate them and the
many others who aid our
efforts.

Help us server 300-400 Maury Co. Families

Dine-Around…and Stay in Town

September 12: Watch for more information on
the upcoming annual dine-around town
fundraiser benefiting The Family Center. This
year, we are pleased to add Puckett’s Grocery to
the dining experience.
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Board Members & Staff Members
Archie Morrow, President
Kyle Bratton, Vice President
Jennifer Jones, Secretary
Karen Vest, Treasurer
Beverly Horner, Finance
Frank Bellamy
Lee Bergeron
Jennifer Cook
Elizabeth Cox
Joe Foust
Allison Gengelbach
Terry Hendrickson

Karen Johnson
Suzanne Jordan
Sundown Kelley
Sherri Mitchner
Mary Jane Parks
Jennifer Richardson
Donnise Strong
Andrew Szaflarski
Candace Warner
Robin Wilhite, Jr.
Pam William

Lolly Watson, Executive Director
Dawn Taylor, Assistant Director/Action Coach
Lisa Fields, Good Samaritan Coordinator
Beth Fischer, Office Manager
Plus 25 volunteers

The Family Center
921 South Beckett Street
Columbia TN, 38401

[Recipient]
Address Line 1
Address Line 2
Address Line 3
Address Line 4

Thanks to United
Way for allowing us
to serve as a partner
agency.

