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Family Center
Bridging Those in Crisis

News: Benefit Ball and Reverse Raffle
The Family Center, Hope House and
The ABC (After Breast Cancer)
Outreach Program through the
YMCA were the recipients of
proceeds from this year’s Historical
Benefit Ball! Needs in the
community continue to escalate, so
we are all so appreciative!
The Family Center’s Reverse Raffle, Mardi
Gras style, was held
in March! What a hit! Terry Hendrickson delighted the crowd
with his quick wit; the food, compliments of River Terrace, was
delicious; the silent auction was SOOOO successful; and the
winners were gracious! The night grossed $30,000 for The Family
Center!

Save the Date!

Upcoming Events:
April 26: Lunch and Learn: Issues Facing Parents Today.
May 15: Budgeting Basics. 10-12
May 31: Lunch and Learn. Health Issues Past 50. Panel
June 15: Evening Budgeting Basics
June 28: Lunch and Learn. Self Protection
We will be adding a second Lunch and Learn each month.
These are so beneficial as we try to “dangle the carrot” of a better
lifestyle! Call us if you would like to prepare a meal!

A Crisis Diversion Agency
The Good Samaritan Program
921 South Beckett Street
P.O. Box 576
Columbia, TN 38402
Phone: 931-388-3840
Fax: 931-381-7569
http://www.familycenter.org
“Like” us on Facebook

Welcome, Dawn

Welcome Dawn Taylor to the staff
at The Family Center. Dawn will
serve as Assistant Director and
Action Coach. As action coach, she
will conduct intense crisis
intervention to return families to
pre-crisis state or better. Dawn has
many years’ experience with the
Department of Human Services, is
active with the youth at First
Presbyterian Church, and has
coordinated the process with
Habitat for Humanity.

Past Lunch and Learns and Budgeting Basics
Each month The Family Center provides opportunities for individuals to learn and prepare
themselves for the future. Reservations are required. Call 388-3840.

Evening Budgeting Basics- March 19
Christy Castro, Christy’s Restaurant, served a meal to the evening Budgeting
Class. The class had fifteen attendees and were taught Dave Ramsey principles
of the envelope system and creating and living on a budget.

Lunch and Learns:
Christy Castro,
Christy’s Restaurant

Daisy Troop 991
made meals for two
different Lunch and
Learns. Kristin
Lenart and Melissa
Golda are their
fearless leader.

January:
Spring Hill Rocks: learning about employment and entertainment opportunities in
Spring Hill. Taught by Shelley Taylor, director of human services for city of Spring
Hill.
Anger Management: taught by Lisa Fields, crisis coach and Good Samaritan
coordinator. Meal provided by Terry Pearson and Karen Johnson, volunteers and
board member
February:
Nutrition Basics on a Budget: taught by Lydia Jolley, YMCA. Meal provided by
Karen Vest, volunteer and board member.
Winning the Job Search Lottery: taught by Angel Millet. Meal prepared by Lee
Bergeron and Pam Williams, board member
March:
Spring Cleaning and Christmas Savings: taught by Lory Catlett (cleaning and
organizing) and Tara Kraft of First Farmers. Meal provided by Kristin Lenart
picture of cleaning products and of Lory. List of uses for vinegar and soda as
cleaning products. Also, how to clean home and to organize home.

Statistics and Reports

January1-March 31. $40,442.76 paid out in financial assistance.
$1,275 of Kroger cards given away. An addition $1,858 spent on
pantry items beyond what has been donated. 997 families served
through our pantry. Scales were donated by Justin and Venus
Hoover to weigh food. In March alone, the Family Center
received 665.3 pounds of food.

Extreme Givers
United Way. Victim’s Assistance Fund. David Glasgow, Barney

Kappelman who sends monthly support for our pantry. Maury
Hills Church. First Presbyterian Church & their Youth. The
Martin Foundation. Dr. Nathan and Kathy Lafferty,

Joseph Brown Elementary canned food drive.

Commercial Department of First Farmers, Dennis Stephens,
Wolfe Enterprises, Highland Corporation, Mid-South Surgeons,
Emily Rash, Cyril and Nell Evers, McCains Presbyterian Church,
Bigbyville United Methodist Church, Columbia Lions Club.
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Brown Elementary had a contest to see
which class could get the most cans
collected for us. And Ms. Collier first grade
class was the winner!!! Thank You.

Letter from the Director
Dear Friends,

We have six young families being mentored by
young adults of a similar age who are stable in
lifestyle and faith. As one of our parents who has
been in our crisis management said, “I get goose
bumps. This is the kind of emotional support I have
needed.” That, too, is a blessing.

The Family Center is my blessing! Just yesterday I
received a note that best reveals the nature of our
mission. It reads, “As the Bible said, the widow gave
all she had 2 mites, so shall I. May God bless each of
you as you walk daily in Christ’s name. Love… Sister
Bettie” Enclosed with the note were two $1 bills. We
helped Miss Bettie pay a utility bill last month. She
wrote us a thank you note at that time. This month
she is “paying it forward” by giving of her
surplus…and quoting scripture at the same time.
Now, that is a blessing.

We can do none of this without this community.
Since January, we have served 997 families through
our pantry. We have assisted with @$40,500 of
financial assistance. We have given out $1,275
worth of Kroger cards. And regardless of all of the
food drives hosted at the holidays, we have spent an
additional $1,858 on pantry items. But isn’t it a
blessing that we can do so? Do you see how this
works? We are blessed so we can bless.

We also had a gentleman in yesterday who was a
landlord coming to pick up the $100 we had pledged
for his tenant’s rent. We recalled the tenant, who is a
young woman in kidney failure. As the landlord
waited for his check, he revealed that he needed it that
day to purchase medicine for his wife, who has been
diagnosed with cancer. They are making costly trips
back and forth to Nashville for her pancreatic cancer
treatment. He has taken out title loans on his
automobile and his house, because she has lost her job
due to illness and is too young for Medicaid. We were
able to give him gasoline cards for his trips to
Nashville, were able to purchase her medications, and
we have pledged through our Salvation Army funds to
help with his mortgage next month. He went from
tears of pain to a faint, trembling smile. Now, that is a
blessing also!

Humbly thankful,

Executive Director

Thanks Randy and Elizabeth Landry for the
delicious gumbo for the Reverse Raffle!

Edward’s Community Garden
Spring is officially here and it’s time to think about the beautiful bounty of the
community garden. Thank you to Bobby Sands who just planted onion, lettuce
and turnip greens. Jump start your imagination with this recipe.
1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon honey mustard
1 teaspoon finely grated lemon zest
Salt and ground black pepper
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Here is a wonderful recipe for
Lemon Vinaigrette great for
salads, fish, zucchini, asparagus,
and cooked potatoes.
To make the dressing, combine the
ingredients, whisking constantly
until well blended and smooth.

Thank You for Partnering With Us
Magna Seating is throwing its support to The
Family Center. Pictured are Robert Creech,
H.R. Manager; Candace McCord heading
community support, and Stephen Webb,
Business Services Manager for Tennessee
Career Center. Magna gifted the center with
Kroger cards and is conducting monthly
donations for our pantry!

Magna Seating

We are so thankful for the
beautiful knock out roses
donated by Verona Caney
Gardens. Pictured are
Jennifer Jones, Jennifer &
Chris Cook.
Adam Woynaroski (below), James
Campbell Walgreens Store Manager and
Christy Stevenson, Catering Manager KFC
(above) teamed up for families to take
pictures with the Easter Bunny.

Board Member Allison Gingelbauch featured singer

Mercer Mania was held February 2, 2012, at the
First United Methodist Church. It was a wonderful
evening filled with music performed by members of
our community and spearheaded by Ron Rogers.
Over $1,200.00 was raised for the Family Center,
helping to mend the bridges of crisis.
.
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Opportunities to Serve
1. We are excited to report that all of the inspirational devotional
books and Bibles have been taken to good homes. If you would
like to assist in replenishing the supply, please feel free to drop
books by the Family Center office.

April Clothing Giveaway
71 families were assisted
with clothing, housewares
furniture books and more.
Our next giveaway will be
May 9th. If you would like
to donate items for next
month you may drop them
off at The Family Center the
first week of May. Clothing
must be clean, in good
condition and in season.
Thank you for your support.

2. The Community Garden has been planted. Onions, lettuce and
turnip greens are now growing and are ready for tending by a
caring green thumb. Your help with edging, mowing the grass,
weeding and harvesting is more than welcome.

Goodbye Teresa
The Family Center
thanks Teresa Prinzo for
her years of service and
wish her the best of luck
with her position with
Senior Olympics.
Teresa!!!!

We Love our Volunteers

The Family Center
appreciates the many
volunteers and the front
desk, the pantry, the
clothing closet and all the
special events. We can
accomplish great things
because of your
volunteer efforts.

Plants provided by Grant Myszka Master Gardener, and Columbia Farm Supply.

3. The Family Center is always in need of hygiene
items. Those on food stamps are not able to
purchase paper products, cleaning supplies or
hygiene products on food stamps. Truckload of
hygiene products bought for pantry. In the past
three months, we have spent $1,900 in addition to
all of the food donated.
4. The Feed the Need Campaign is beginning April 8- May 3. One
in five Maury County families live in poverty, and almost one in
two Maury families rely on food stamps. In an effort to fight
hunger in Maury County, Leadership Maury is spearheading a
food drive to “Feed the Need.” Donations will benefit Maury
County food banks — Faithworks, The Family Center and The
Well.
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Get to Know the Board Members
Archie Morrow, President
Kyle Bratton, Vice President
Jennifer Jones, Secretary
Karen Vest, Treasurer
Beverly Horner, Finance
Frank Bellamy
Lee Bergeron
Jennifer Cook
Elizabeth Cox
Joe Foust
Allison Gengelbach
Terry Hendrickson
Karen Johnson
Our newest Board of Director members: They became official
in January and join our 15 previous members.

The Family Center
921 South Beckett Street
Columbia TN, 38401

[Recipient]
Address Line 1
Address Line 2
Address Line 3
Address Line 4

Suzanne Jordan
Sundown Kelley
Mary Jane Parks
Jennifer Richardson
Donnise Strong
Andrew Szaflarski
Candace Warner
Robin Wilhite, Jr.
Pam William

